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The creed of Ahmad Raza Khan concerning the knowledge of the Ghayb (unseen) 

 

The Prophet (saw) knows Al-Ghayb 

 

Ahmad Raza Khan said in “Al-Malfuz Ash-Sharif” (1/31-32), translated by Abd al-Hadi al-

Qadiri Radawi Nuri and published by Barkatur-Raza Publications, Durban, South Africa, about 

the knowledge of the Prophet (saw): 

 

“This recognition encompasses everything hidden in the Sacred Pen (Qalam) and 

recorded in the Protected Sacred Tablet (Luhe-Mahfuz). This in turn encompasses 

everything of the past and future, from the First and Last Day. Every concealed or 

exposed thing is included therein.” 

 

The Awliya watch the whole universe and know Al-Lahw Al-Mahfuz 

 

In “Al-Malfuz Ash-Sharif” (4/525), Ahmad Raza Khan said: 

 

“Ghawth al-Waqt Sayyidi ‘Abd al ‘Aziz Dabbagh Al-Maghribi (d.1109/1698) states: 

‘The seven skies and seven earths in the eyes of a perfect Mu’min (Wali) is like 

a little spot lying in a vast ground.’ Allahu-Akbar! If this is the status of the 

servants of Sayyiduna Rasulullah (saw), then who can perceive the magnitude of his 

(saw) status?” 

 

In “Al-Malfuz Ash-Sharif” (1/35-36) same English translation, Ahmad Raza Khan said: 

 

“The Cardinal Pole of noble Saints (The Qutb) ‘Arife-Billah Shaykh Baha al-Din 

Naqshaband (d 791/1389) states, ‘I say that one is not a perfect man if one does not 

see the entire world as if one sees the nail of one’s thumb.’ 

 

The illustrious son and descendant of the Glorious Prophet (saw) and the true 

representative and inheritor of Prophetic Bounties, the great Ghawth Shaykh Sayyid 

‘Abd al-Qadir Jilani (d 561/1164) states: ‘I see all the cities of Allah as I see a 

mustard seed in the centre of my palm.’ 

 

This vision is not limited to a specific moment, but the word (Itisali) refers to 

“continuity” which means that he sees it continuously. The Grand Ghawth also 

states: ‘The pupil of my eye is set on the Luhe-Mahfuz’. 

 

What is Luhe-Mahfuz? Allah explains: ‘Every matter, small and great, is on 

record (in the Quran)’. (Sura Al-Qamar verse 54:53) 

 

Another Ayah declares: ‘There is not an animal (that lives) on the earth, nor a 

being that flies on its wings, but (forms part of) communities like you. Nothing 

have We omitted from the Book, and they (all) shall be gathered to their Lord 

in the end’. (Sura Al-An’am verse: 38) 

 

The Holy Quran further elaborates: ‘He knows whatever there is on earth in the 

sea. Not a leaf does fall but with His knowledge: there is not a grain in the 

darkness (or depths) of the earth, nor anything fresh or dry (green or 



withered), but is (inscribed) in a record clear (i.e. the Holy Quran)’. (Sura Al-

An’am, verse: 59)  

 

If this is the state of Luhe-Mahfuz, which holds the record of every event from the 

First to the Last, then one who possesses this comprehensive knowledge will surely 

have the knowledge of the entire universe.” 

 

Comment: So here, Ahmad Raza Khan clearly demonstrated his creed that Abdul Qadir Al-

Jilani knows Al-Lawh Al-Mahfuz and everything written in it and he watches permanently 

whatever happens in the universe. He did not believe that by Kashf (unveiling), some hidden 

matters are disclosed to Awliya, rather for him, they constantly know everything about the 

creation and watch the whole universe permanently.  

 

Ahmad Raza Khan also showed his creed in his book “Al-Amnu wa al-‘Ula” (Safety and 

greatness for those who describe the Chosen One as the eliminator of difficulty), English 

translation by Muhammad Husain Qadri and published by Maktab-e-Qadria, Boltoin, Uk, p 

184-185 as he named a chapter as: 

 

“The Sun would not rise except after it greets Sayyiduna Sheikh Abdul Qadir Jilani 

RadiAllahu Anhu. His eyes are fixed on the Divine Tablet 
 

In this chapter Ahmad Raza Khan quoted from the book “Bahjat al-Asrar” of Noorud Din Abu 

al-Hasan ‘Ali Shatnufi with an isnad up to two students of Al-Jilani: 

 

“Our Shaykh Abdul Qadir al-Jilani RadiAllahu Anhu used to walk in the midair above 

the heads of the people present in the gathering. He would say that the sun would not 

rise except that it would greet me. The new year would appear to me and would tell me 

all that which was to happen in that year. The new week would come to me and tell me 

as to what will happen during that week also a new day would come and do the same. I 

swear by the Dignity of my Lord! All the goodness and badness are presented to me and 

my eyes are fixed on Al-Lahw al-Mahfuz (The Divine Tablet).” 

 

The Wali is present in the room of his students when they have intimate relations with 

their wives 

 

In “Al-Malfuz Ash-Sharif” (2/232) same English translation, Ahmad Raza Khan said:  

 

“Shaykh Ahmad ibn Mubarak Saljamasai had two wives. His Murshid one spoke to 

him about this and that dialogue was as follows: 

 

Murshid-  Last night you spent the night with one wife while the other was 

awake. This is not a correct thing to do. 

Murid-   O Master! The other wife was asleep. 

Murshid-   No, she was not asleep. 

Murid-   Oh Master! How did you know that my second wife was not 

asleep? 

Murshid-  Do you have a spare bed in the room where your second wife 

sleeps? 

Murid-   Yes my Master 

Murshid-   I was present on that spare bed. 

 

Thus, the Murshid is never absent from the side of the Murid at any time guiding 

him at every step towards perfection and the sacred proximity of Allah.” 

 



Comment: So according to Ahmad Raza Khan, the Sufi Peers are present in the room of their 

students when they have relations with their wives and are always with them!  

 

The translator, Abd al-Hadi al-Qadiri Radawi tried to justify such a disgusting belief on p 566 

and afterwards. The translator is a Barailwis scholar himself, he is president of Imam Ahmad 

Raza Academy in South Africa, he studied in Bareilly and even studied under Mustafa Raza 

Khan, son of Ahmad Raza Khan. 

 

He said on p 569:  

 

“We will like to quote another similar incident found in “Al-Ibriz al-Sharif”. Shaykh 

‘Abd al-Rahman states that he went to visit his Shaykh (Sayyidi Dabbagh). After 

meeting the Shaykh, he sat down, The Shaykh then asked him: “What did you do on 

Sunday night?” He replied; “O my Master! What did I do?” He said: “You had 

consummation with your wife while your baby sat besides you on the bed. Were you 

not aware that I was with you?” 

 

What do the objectors have to say about this? The Shaykh clearly states that he was with 

him while he was in consummation. Let us clarify this confusion from the minds of the 

readers. There is no harm or sin for anyone to spiritually observe our private actions. 

Does Almighty Allah not observe at all times our private intentions and secret actions? 

Is this observance of the Sublime Lord a sin?” 

 

Further, he said that angels are also present and watching, so there should be no objections of 

Awliya watching as well. So one can see that the Barailwis believe that their Peers are present 

and watch their sexual acts with their wives, and their defence is ridiculous, as the angels are not 

submitted to the Shari’ah while human beings are. It is forbidden for human beings to watch any 

sexual acts of others. And how can they do an analogy between Allah and the Awliya? This 

shows that these people are really equating the Creator with the creation, and saying that 

because there is no sin for Allah to witness such actions, similarly there is no sin for the Awliya. 

La Hawla wala Quwatta ila Billah!!! 

 

One has to know that whatever Ahmad Raza Khan attributed to Shaykh Abdul Qadir Al-Jilani is 

totally false and fabricated and nothing of this is found in the Shaykh’s well known books. 

Rather what Ahmad Raza Khan quoted are only fairy tales and fabricated stories. As for the 

book “Al-Ibriz” it is one of the most shameful books ever written and it is full of fairy tales. 

 

It is written in the English translation of “Al-Ibriz” by Radke and O’Kane, p 161: 

  

“Another one is that I was to marry a woman from the Zirara tribe and I didn’t know what 

she was like. The Shaykh described her to me in a way I (later) found to be true. He told me 

things about her that only God could know. Then when I’d decided on the wedding night 

(dukhul), he said to me: “On the wedding night I’ll be with you.” I asked him: “How will 

I know this, oh Sayyidi?” He replied: “I’ll give you a sign.” When I met my wife and had 

spoken a few words to her, suddenly her nose began to bleed. I asked her: “What happened 

to you?” She replied: “You stuck me in the nose.” I said nothing further since I knew our 

lord, the Imam, had done this. Later when I visited him and mentioned the matter to him, he 

said: “Yes. And if she hadn’t shed that blood from her nose, she’d have fallen ill. This is 

because she came from a distant place and it was a cold day. The blood in her had 

thickened.” 

  

P 169, another student of Ad-Dabbagh tells the so called Karamat of Ad-Dabbagh: 

  



“Then Sayyidi ‘Ali said: ‘Another one is that the Shaykh- Gob be pleased with him- 

described to me my wife from head to foot, limb by limb, the parts of her that are 

visible and the parts that are hidden, and his description was exactly as she is, with 

nothing added and nothing left out –God be pleased with him! Had I myself been charged 

with giving a description of her, I couldn’t have described her as well as he did- God be 

pleased with him! By God, had she been standing in front of him, he couldn’t have been 

more knowledgeable about her.” 

  

P 170: Another so called Karamat:  

 

“Another one is that I was a man who indulged in much amorous play with my wife and I 

thought up numerous variations of amorous play with her. I mentioned some of this to a 

close friend among the brethren and he mentioned it to the Shaykh -God be pleased with 

him- in a manner of someone who reproached me. At that the Shaykh –God be pleased 

with him- laughed and said: “He has only told you some of the things he does. There’s 

more than that. In fact, he does such and such, and this thing and the other!” And he told 

him everything I was wont to do- and this while I was listening. Now there was no 

person who could have revealed this to anyone, indeed nobody knew about it except 

God the Sublime.” 

  

P 148: 

  

“Another one is that the Shaykh –God be pleased with him- was eating cloves for an 

ailment in his chest and a pleasant aroma began to emanate from him, an aroma of cloves. I 

could smell this quite strongly on him, an aroma of cloves. I could smell this quite strongly 

on him when I was with him during the day. When he exhaled, an aroma of cloves came 

forth with his noble breath. Then I began to perceive this same aroma when I was at home 

during the night. The doors were shut and he was in his house in Ra’s al-Jinan and I live in 

Bi’r Naqr. The aroma began to waft over us in the room, one whiff after another, and I 

woke up because of this and informed my wife of it. She loved the Shaykh very dearly and 

likewise the Shaykh - God be pleased with him- loved her very dearly. Thereafter the matter 

of the aroma persisted with us for a long time, lasting for several days. Then I said to him - 

God be pleased with him: “Your aroma is with us at night and we can smell it very clearly. 

Have you been with us?” He replied: “Yes, I have.” I said to him by way of joking: “Oh 

Sayyidi, I’ll follow the aroma and catch hold of you.” And he replied with humor: “Then 

I’ll move to a different corner of the room”. Another time I mentioned the matter of the 

aroma to him and he replied: “That’s the (mere) sense of smell. But where’s the passion?” 

  

On another occasion he said to me: “I never leave you night or day.” And another time he 

said: “Demand a reckoning from me before God –He is mighty and glorious- if I don’t 

watch over you five hundred times in one hour.” 

  

Now after seeing the reality of the teachings of Ahmad Raza Khan, let’s read what famous 

books of Tafsir and Hadith say about the greatest Prophet of Allah, and how the Quran denies 

them knowing the Unseen. The Prophets only knew some matters or news of the Unseen that 

were told to them through Wahy (revelation), and if Wahy did not come, then they would not 

such matters. Also they were not told everything that is to occur, rather only some matters 

through Wahy. 

 

Prophet Ibrahim was not aware that the strangers that came to his house were angels 

 

It is written in “Tafisr Jalalayn”, in Surah Adh-Dhariat (51:24-28), p 1123-1124, English 

Translation by the famous Shazili Sufi Aisha Bewley (words of the Quran appears in Bold and 

Tafsir in normal), : 



 

“This is addressed to the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace. Has the 

story reached you of the honoured guests of Ibrahim? The honoured guests were 

angels. There were twelve, ten or three of them. Jibril was one of them 

When they entered his dwelling and said, ‘Peace!’ he said ‘Peace, to people we 

do not know.’ He said to himself, “We do not recognize them” So he slipped off 

secretly to his household and brought a fattened calf. The Quran says in Surat 

Hud that it was roasted. He offered it to them to eat, but they would not eat, and 

then exclaimed, ‘Do you not then eat?” He felt afraid of them- and concealed this 

to himself- but they said, ‘Do not be afraid! We are the messengers of your Lord’, 

and gave them the good news of a son imbued with much knowledge. That was 

Ishaq, as mentioned in Surat Hud.” 

 

Comment: The Khaleel of Allah, Ibrahim (aleyhi salam) did not recognize the Angels who 

visited him, hence when he brought food for them, he became fearful when they refused it. 

Tafsir Al-Jalalayn clearly states: “He said to himself, “We do not recognize them”” showing that 

Prophet Ibrahim did not recognise these angels. How can the Barailwis then claim that Awliya 

know the Preserved Tablets and everything that is in it? 

 

Prophet Musa (aleyhi salam) not knowing the reasons behind the actions of Al-Khidr 

 

Another example occurs with respect to Musa, in the statement of Allah the Most High in Surah 

Kahf (18:68):  

 

“Musa (Moses) said to him (Khidr) "May I follow you so that you teach me 

something of that knowledge (guidance and true path) which you have been 

taught (by Allah)?" He (Khidr) said: "Verily! You will not be able to have 

patience with me! "And how can you have patience about a thing which you 

know not” 

 

It is written in “Tafsir Jalalayn” regarding this ayah p 637, same A. Bewley translation: 

 

 “The Hadith says about this ayat: quoting al-Khidr: O Musa, I have knowledge from 

Allah which He taught me and you do not know, and you have a knowledge from 

Allah which He has taught you and I do not know.” 

 

Comment: Here, Prophet Musa, one of the greatest of all Prophets, is clearly told not to 

know the knowledge that Allah taught to al-Khidr and al-Khidr not knowing what Allah 

taught to Musa. So this Hadith clearly shows that Prophets and saints were not given the 

knowledge of everything, the knowledge of the Unseen, the knowledge of whatever is to 

happen in the next year, next week and next day. And the Quran clearly tells that Musa did 

not know the reasons behind the actions of al-Khidr and al-Khidr at the end explained him 

why he did such actions, showing that Prophets do not know whatever is to occur. 

 

Prophet Sulayman (aleyhi salam)  not knowing the news brought by Al-Hud Hud 

 

Allah states in Surah an-Naml (27:20-27):  

 

“He (Sulayman) inspected the birds, and said: "What is the matter that I see 

not the hoopoe? Or is he among the absentees? "I will surely punish him with 

a severe torment, or slaughter him, unless he brings me a clear reason." But 

the hoopoe stayed not long, he (came up and) said: "I have grasped (the 

knowledge of a thing) which you have not grasped and I have come to you 

from Saba' (Sheba) with true news. "I found a woman ruling over them…”  



 

Allamah An-Nasafi Al-Hanafi wrote in his Tafsir “Madarik At-Tanzeel” about this: 

 

“I have grasped the knowledge of a thing from all directions which you have not 

grasped Allah inspired Al-Hudhud (hoopoe) so he faced Sulayman with this speech 

despite the fact that Sulayman (aleyhi salam) has been favoured with Prophethood and a 

great knowledge, as a test for his knowledge, and this a proof that shows the falsehood 

of the creed of the Rafidah (Shi’ah) who say that nothing remains hidden from the Imam 

of the time and there cannot be someone more knowledgeable than the Imam in his 

time” 

 

Isma’il Haqqi Al-Hanafi wrote in his Tafsir “Ruh Al-Bayan” about this: 

 

“I have grasped comprehended the knowledge of a thing from all directions which you 

have not grasped in your knowledge, cognisance and preserved from all directions and 

this because Sulayman did not witness such nor did he hear its news from Jinns or 

humans, and this shows the greatness of Allah’s generosity and mercy, that He would 

particularise a bird with a knowledge that a send Prophet would not know, and this does 

not constitute a degradation of the Messenger’s status that he does not have the knowledge 

of something that is not beneficial in his Prophethood and indeed the Prophet (saw) would 

seek refuge from Allah about this and say: O Allah, I seek refuge from a knowledge that is 

not beneficial” 

 

Comment: So Prophet Sulayman did not know what the people of Saba were doing despite 

being a Prophet while the Barailwis claim that Al-Jilani and the Awliya see the whole universe 

constantly and know the Preserved Tablets. La Hawla wala Quwatta ila Billah. And one can see 

the similarity between the creed of the Shi’ah and the Barailwis. For the Shi’ah nothing remains 

hidden from the Imam and for the Barailwis nothing remains hidden from the Awliya. 

   

Nooh (aleyhi salam) invoking for his son 

 

Allah (Ta’ala) said in Surah Hud (11:45-47):  

 

“And Nooh (Noah) called upon his Lord and said, "O my Lord! Verily, my 

son is of my family! And certainly, Your Promise is true, and You are the 

Most Just of the judges”” He said: "O Nooh (Noah)! Surely, he is not of your 

family; verily, his work is unrighteous, so ask not of Me that of which you 

have no knowledge! I admonish you, lest you be one of the ignorants. Nooh 

(Noah) said: "O my Lord! I seek refuge with You from asking You that of 

which I have no knowledge. And unless You forgive me and have Mercy on 

me, I would indeed be one of the losers."  

 

The Barailwi scholar Na’imudin Muradabadi, who is a student of Ahmad Raza Khan, said in his 

Tafsir about Prophet Nooh asking Allah to forgive his son:  

 

“What is the wisdom in Hadhrat Nooh asking Allah to save his son? Shaykh Abu 

Mansur al-Maturidi (Rahmatullahi aleyi) said that Kan’an, the son of Hadhrat Nooh 

(Aley Salatu wa Salam) was a hypocrite and he was pretending to be a believer in 

front of him (Hadhrat Nooh), if he (Kan’an) had made his disbelief apparent, then he 

(Nooh) would not have made du’a to Allah (Ta’ala) to save him. (“Madarik” [of An-

Nassafi Al-Hanafi])”  

 

Comment: So here, Na’imudin Murabadi tells us that Nooh (aleyhi salam) was not aware of his 

son’s disbelief since he was hiding it, that is why he made du’a to Allah for him, and if he was 



to know about that, then he would not have asked Allah to save him. This is a shocking 

explanation from people who say that the Awliya know the Ghayb and the Preserved Tablets, 

they watch the whole universe constantly and at the same time one of the greatest Prophet of 

Allah for them did not know the disbelief of his son. This shows the contradiction of the 

Barailwi religion and exposes their fraud. 

 

Knowledge of Ghayb is invisible to the Prophet (saw) 

 

In Surah Al-A’raf, Ayat 188, Hafiz As-Suyuti wrote (p.370): 

  
“Say: 'I possess no power to bring help or avert harm from myself, except as 

Allah wills. If I had had knowledge of the Unseen, which is invisible to me, I 

would have sought to gain much good, and no evil such as poverty and other 

things would have touched me and I would have been careful to avoid harmful 

things. I am only a warner about the Fire for the unbelievers and a bringer of 

good news of the Garden to people who believe.’” 

 

Comment: Here, Hafiz As-Suyuti clearly explained that the knowledge of the Ghayb is invisible 

to the Prophet (saw) and if the Prophet (saw) possessed this knowledge, he would have been 

careful to avoid harmful things. And we know from the seerah that the Prophet (saw) faced 

many difficulties; he was touched by magic, some of his companions were murdered through 

deception, and in the battle of Uhud many Muslims became martyred – yet the Prophet (saw) 

was unable to avoid these occurrences.   

 

The Prophet (saw) was not aware of the hypocrites in Madinah 

 

Allah (Ta’ala) states in Surah At-Tawbah 9: 101: 

 

“And among the Bedouins round about you, some are hypocrites, and so are some 

among the people of Al-Madinah, they exaggerate and persist in hypocrisy, you (O 
Muhammad (saw) know them not, We know them” 

 

Allamah An-Nasafi wrote in his Tafsir “Madarik At-Tanzil”: 

 

“You know them not meaning they remain hidden to you despite your insight and 

truthful perspicacity because of their excessive oratory that prevents you from doubting 

about the reality of their matter. Then He said “We know them” meaning none knows 

them except Allah and none knows their secrets except Allah, because they conceal their 

disbelief in the darkness of their hearts and they would behave apparently in the same 

manner as sincere believers would behave.” 

 

Isma’il Haqqi wrote in his Tafsir “Ruh Al-Bayan”: 

 

“Meaning they have become so much experts in hypocrisy that their hypocrisy became 

hidden to you despite the greatness of your insight and the strength of your perspicacity, 

so the meaning is that you do not know their condition and hypocrisy “We know them” 

the hypocrites and We are aware of their secrets, they are able to deceive you but they 

cannot deceive Me.” 

 

The Prophet (saw) was not informed about the time of resurrection 

 

Allah (Ta’ala) says in Surah Al-A’raf : 187: 



They ask you about the Hour (Day of Resurrection): "When will be its appointed 

Time?" Say: "The knowledge thereof is with my Lord (Alone). None can reveal its 

Time but He. Heavy is its burden through the heavens and the earth. It shall not 

come upon you except all of a sudden." They ask you as if you have a good 

knowledge of it. Say: "The knowledge thereof is with Allah (Alone) but most of 

humankind know not." 

 

Allamah An-Nasafi Al-Hanafi wrote in his Tafsir “Madarik At-Tanzeel” about this: 

 

“Say: "The knowledge thereof is with my Lord” meaning that the knowledge of the 

time of its occurrence is with Him, He indeed kept it exclusive to Him and did not 

inform about it any close angel or sent Prophet… “Say: "The knowledge thereof is 

with Allah (Alone) but most of humankind know not” meaning that its knowledge is 

exclusive and particular to Allah. 
 

Comment: An-Nasafi clearly said that the knowledge of the time of resurrection was not 

conferred to any Prophets or angels while the Barailwis claim that the Awliya know 

whatever is in the Preserved Tablets. An-Nasafi also says that most of humankind know not 

that its knowledge is exclusive to Allah, meaning that Barailwis are also among most of 

ignorant humankind.  

 

The Prophet (saw) does not know what some people did after him 

 
In Sahih Al-Bukhari, in the Book of Ar-Riqaq (heart-softeners): Volume 8, Book 76:  

 

533. Narrated Ibn 'Abbas: The Prophet stood up among us and addressed (saying) 

"You will be gathered, barefooted, naked, and uncircumcised …Then will be 

brought some men of my community who will be taken towards the left (i.e., to the 

Fire), and I will say: 'O Lord! My companions whereupon Allah will say: YOU DO 

NOT KNOW WHAT THEY DID AFTER YOU LEFT THEM. I will then say as 

the pious slave, ‘Isa (Jesus) said, “And I was a witness over them while I dwelt 

amongst them. When You took me up. You were the Watcher over them and 

You are a Witness to all things.” (5.117)  (5.117-118).  

 

Comment: This Hadith, which is also in “Sahih Muslim”, makes it clear that the Prophet (saw) 

was not aware of the actions of these people, and that he will recite the words of Isa (aleyhi 

salam) that he was a witness over them while he was with them and afterwards Allah only is 

witness of their actions. 

 

These are few proves, for further proves and sayings of scholars on this topic, consult our 

website www.umm-ul-qura.org. Also you can download the book that refutes the Barailwis 

entitled “A Gift to the Brailwis”, which contains only quotes from books translated into English 

by Sufis. Also one can find in our website many articles against the Barailwis and grave 

worship, against the creed of Wahdatul Wujud (unity of existence) and other famous Sufis 

books and sects. 

 

Note: The Barailwis have translated the Tafsir of An-Nasafi and that of Isma’il Haqqi in Urdu, 

and the scans of the quotes from these two Tafsir in this paper can be seen on our website in the 

section specific to Barailwis, article “The teachings of Ahmad Raza Khan regarding the 

knowledge of the Unseen”.   

 

Compiled by Ali Hassan Khan 

 

May Allah send Salah and Salam on the Prophet (saw), his family and companions 
















	First
	scan0001
	scan0002
	scan0003
	scan0004
	scan0005
	scan0006
	scan0007

