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Viet Minh. The truce agreement was reached over
the objections and without the concurrence of the
State of Vietnam which advocated United Nations
control until such time as free elections could be
held. The United States refused to sign, but agreed
to observe the substance of the agreement and
stated that a grave view would be taken of any
attempt to use force to upset it.

Despite the terms of the Geneva Agreement,
the Viet Minh had other ideas for the newly estab-
lished government of South Vietnam. Caches of
arms and equipment and groups of the best guer-
rilla fighters (estimated at 2,500 men) were left
behind in the remote jungles of the delta and in the
highlands. When the State of Vietnam, which had
signed none of the Geneva Agreements, objected to
holding elections for unifying north and south in
which more than half of the population would go
to the polls subject to Communist coercion, Ho
ordered these guerrillas into action. Propaganda
and terrorism campaigns began in late 1956 to
persuade the people to oppose the Government of
the Republic of Vietnam. This marked the transition
of the Viet Minh to the Viet Cong.

The Viet Cong=--remaining Communist guerril-
las, Party members, and their supporters--unlike
the Viet Minh who had struggled to defeata colonial
power within its own boundaries, now launched a
campaign to topple the Government of a free nation.
Open admission of Communist ties and acceptance
of Communist aid from both elements of the
Chinese=Soviet bloc also marked this transition.





EPUB/image_0019_00.jpeg


EPUB/image_0017_00.jpeg
France's extra-territorial rights in China. Faced
with the loss of Chinese support, the Viet Minh were
forced to negotiate with the French, In March 1946,
French troops landed in the North. Immediately
differences developed between the French and Viet
Minh forces. Although an attempt was made to
settle the difficulties that arose between the two
forces, it was destined for failure as neither side
was willing to submit to the other. Ho Chi Minh
decided to risk a long war of liberation and on
December 19, 1946, the Viet Minh launched the first
attack. The war, touched off by this attack, lasted
for eight years and caused the Vietnamese unending
misery. It was financially disastrous to France,
still suffering from the destruction of World War
II, and cost them 335,000 killed and 48,000 wounded.
The battle of Dien Bien Phu, at which the French
suffered a heavy defeat both psychologically and
militarily, brought an end to the fighting.

The cease fire negotiated at Geneva on 20 July
1954 ended the war and partitioned Vietnam at the
17th parallel with the Communist Viet Minh in the
north and the non-communists in the south., It
further provided for a total evacuation north of the
17th parallel by the forces of the French and the
State of Vietnam (now the Republic of Vietnam), as
well as the evacuation of the south by the Viet
Minh. In addition, an understanding supplementing
the conference agreements provided for free elec-
tions in 1956 to reestablish the unity of the country.

Final negotiations for the armistice were made
directly between the French High Command and the
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When it became obvious in March 19435 that they
were losing the war, the Japanese interned all
French officials and troops bringing an abrupt end
to French rule in Indochina. Following this, the
Japanese set up a Vietnamese named Bao Dai as
Emperor of Vietnam. He proclaimed Vietnamese
independence under Japanese ''protection.' Bao Dai
failed to form an effective government as a result
of differences of opinion among his subordinates
and the outside pressure of the Viet Minh. Bao Dai
felt that the only means of preventing the return of
French control was a united and independent nation,
Recognizing only the nationalistic character of the
Viet Minh, he decided to abdicate in its favor and,
on August 23, 1945, handed over his imperial seal
and other symbols of office to Ho Chi Minh,

The French, however, had no intention of giving
up Indochina and prevailed upon the Allies to allow
their reoccupation of the former colony. In late
September 1945, French troops landed in Saigon
at about the same time Nationalist Chinese troops
entered Vietnam from the north to disarm the
Japanese. Vietnamese of every political persuasion
rose up in defense of their newly won independence,
but with British assistance, the French managed to
gain control of all strategic points in the South.
In the North, the Chinese were dealing directly with
the provisional government which had been estab-
lished by Ho Chi Minh in August of 19435, In Febru-
ary 1946, a Franco-Chinese agreement was con-
cluded whereby China supported France's return
to Indochina in exchange for the surrender of all of
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2. SOURCES

Although the major part of this publication is
based on Marine Corps experience in Vietnam,
liberal use has been made of the experiences of
the U.S. Army, U.S. Navy, U.S. Air Force and the
armed services of the Republic of Vietnam,
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communist inspired League of Vietnamese Revolu-
tionary Youth founded in Canton, China in 1926 by
a man known today as Ho Chi Minh, For the next
20 years, considerable infighting occurred among
the various political groups. Finally the upper hand
was gained by the Communists. In 1940, the strategic
control of Indochina was passed from the French
to the Japanese while internal affairs remained
with the French., This was done by an agreement
struck between Japan and the Vichy Regime, a pup-
pet government set up by the Nazi's to rule France
during World War II.

The old saying that "War makes strange bed-
fellows' was never as true as during the Second
World War. Ho Chi Minh offered to provide intel-
ligence information from his sources in Vietnam
on Japanese activities to the Allied Forces in ex-
change for money and arms. This offer was accepted
and a small amount of aid was received from
the U.,S. and Nationalist China which was used to
mold and strengthen the Communist '"Viet Minh"
as it was now called. The Viet Minh also began
waging limited guerrilla warfare under the leader-
ship of Vo Nguyen Giap against the Japanese. In-
creasing numbers of patriotic non-communists
joined or at least supported the Viet Minh as the
true independence movement of Vietnam. Capitaliz-
ing on the anticolonialist propaganda organized by
Moscow, the Viet Minh claimed to be fighting only
against economic misery and for national libera-
tion. They were not recognized by the Vietnamese
as representing an alien force.
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Chapter I. INTRODUCTION TO
VIETNAM

1. BACKGROUND OF THE WAR

Much of Vietnam's history is the story of its
relations with China, its vastly larger and more
powerful neighbor to the north. The Vietnamese
for many centuries have both admired China for
her culture and feared her for her power. During
the thousand years that the Vietnamese were ruled
by China (Second Century B.C. to Tenth Century
A.D.), they adopted much of the Chinese culture
but were not absorbed into the Chinese race as
were the people of the Canton area, Ridding them-
selves of Chinese control in 1038 A.D., the Viet-
namese maintained their independence for the
next 800 years with the knowledge that it was held
more or less at the whim of China. Varying de-
grees of Chinese influence prevailed throughout
these years until the French military takeover
which began in 1858. By 1900 the French had
consolidated what are now North Vietnam, South
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia into French Indo-
china, but armed insurrections by nationalist-
oriented Vietnamese prevented a real peace from
settling over the new French colony.

During the years of French rule, many na-
tionalist-inspired political groups formed which
had one primary purpose in mind, the freedom of
Vietnam, Hidden among these groups was the
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1. PURPOSE

Fleet Marine Force Reference Publication (FMFRP) 12-40, Professional
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icers, SNCOs, and NCOs who will profit from the principles presented.
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FOREWORD
1. PURPOSE

This publication, NAVMC 2614, PROFESSIONAL
KNOWLEDGE GAINED FROM OPERATIONAL EX-
PERIENCE IN VIETNAM, 1965-1966, is a com-
pilation of material that has previously been pub-
lished in the Fleet Marine Force, Pacific,
publication titled, TACTICAL TRENDS AND
TRAINING TIPS, and in Marine Corps Bulletin 3480
(Professional Knowledge Gained from Operational
Experience in Vietnam). The purposes of this pub-
lication are:

a. To acquaint Marines with the Republic of
Vietnam, its people and their enemies.

b. To enhance the professional knowledge of
Marines as to the tactics and techniques being em-
ployed by military units in the Republic of Vietnam.

c. To serve as a nondoctrinal reference pub-
lication for commands training Marines for duty
in the Republic of Vietnam.
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